
Moody's assigns Aa3 to Connecticut's GO bonds; outlook stableRating Action: 

07 Dec 2023

New York, December 07, 2023 -- Moody's Investors Service has assigned a Aa3 rating to $825 million of the State of
Connecticut's General Obligation Bonds, consisting of $400 million General Obligation Bonds (2024 Series A), $250 
million of General Obligation Bonds (2024 Series B) (Social Bonds), and $175 million of General Obligation Refunding
Bonds (2024 Series C) (Social Bonds). The outlook is stable.

RATINGS RATIONALE

The Aa3 general obligation rating is the same as the state's issuer rating of Aa3 given the broad pledge on the bonds. 
The state's issuer rating reflects Connecticut's continued commitment to governance improvements that have created
significant budgetary reserves, lessened exposure to revenue volatility, and improved pension funding. The state's 
reserves are critical in mitigating budgetary inflexibility created by high debt and retiree benefit liabilities, which are 
among the highest of US states. The rating further considers Connecticut's above-average income and wealth, 
counterbalanced by lagging economic indicators relative to the nation, which show early signs of improving given a
now modestly increasing population trend.

RATING OUTLOOK

Connecticut's outlook is stable, reflecting high level of budgetary reserves and the state's strong provisions to promote 
fiscal discipline, which include bolstered funding of its pension system, improving liquidity and requiring GAAP-based 
budgeting.

FACTORS THAT COULD LEAD TO AN UPGRADE OF THE RATINGS

-     Reduced pension and debt leverage relative to state revenues, resulting in lower annual fixed costs

-     Evidence of sustained economic expansion

FACTORS THAT COULD LEAD TO A DOWNGRADE OF THE RATINGS

-     Significant additional leverage relative to state revenues

-     Rapid acceleration of revenue/economic/demographic weakness

-     Significant decline in liquidity or budget reserves

LEGAL SECURITY

Connecticut's GO bonds are backed by the state's full faith and credit pledge.

USE OF PROCEEDS 

Proceeds from the 2024 bonds will be used to finance various state projects and purposes.

PROFILE



The State of Connecticut has a population of 3.6 million people, and is located in the coastal northeastern US,
bordered by Rhode Island (Aa2 stable), Massachusetts (Aa1 stable) and New York (Aa1 stable) with 618 miles of 
shoreline, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). The state has a large and 
diverse economy with real gross state product of $252 billion in 2022. It is the wealthiest state in the country with per 
capita income of nearly 130% of the US average.

METHODOLOGY

The principal methodology used in these ratings was US States and Territories Methodology published in March 2022
and available at . Alternatively, please see the Rating 
Methodologies page on  for a copy of this methodology.

https://ratings.moodys.com/rmc-documents/356901
https://ratings.moodys.com

REGULATORY DISCLOSURES

For further specification of Moody's key rating assumptions and sensitivity analysis, see the sections Methodology 
Assumptions and Sensitivity to Assumptions in the disclosure form. Moody's Rating Symbols and Definitions can be
found on . https://ratings.moodys.com/rating-definitions

For ratings issued on a program, series, category/class of debt or security this announcement provides certain
regulatory disclosures in relation to each rating of a subsequently issued bond or note of the same series, 
category/class of debt, security or pursuant to a program for which the ratings are derived exclusively from existing 
ratings in accordance with Moody's rating practices. For ratings issued on a support provider, this announcement
provides certain regulatory disclosures in relation to the credit rating action on the support provider and in relation to
each particular credit rating action for securities that derive their credit ratings from the support provider's credit rating.
For provisional ratings, this announcement provides certain regulatory disclosures in relation to the provisional rating 
assigned, and in relation to a definitive rating that may be assigned subsequent to the final issuance of the debt, in
each case where the transaction structure and terms have not changed prior to the assignment of the definitive rating
in a manner that would have affected the rating. For further information please see the issuer/deal page for the 
respective issuer on .https://ratings.moodys.com

The ratings have been disclosed to the rated entity or its designated agent(s) and issued with no amendment resulting
from that disclosure.

These ratings are solicited. Please refer to Moody's Policy for Designating and Assigning Unsolicited Credit Ratings
available on its website .https://ratings.moodys.com

Regulatory disclosures contained in this press release apply to the credit rating and, if applicable, the related rating 
outlook or rating review.

The Global Scale Credit Rating(s) discussed in this Credit Rating Announcement was(were) issued by one of Moody'
affiliates outside the EU and UK and is(are) endorsed for use in the EU and UK in accordance with the EU and UK
CRA Regulation.

Please see https://ratings.moodys.com for any updates on changes to the lead rating analyst and to the Moody's legal
entity that has issued the rating.

Please see the issuer/deal page on https://ratings.moodys.com for additional regulatory disclosures for each credit
rating.
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All information contained herein is obtained by MOODY’S from sources believed by it to be accurate and reliable.
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cannot in every instance independently verify or validate information received in the credit rating process or in
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MANNER WHATSOEVER.

Moody’s Investors Service, Inc., a wholly-owned credit rating agency subsidiary of Moody’s Corporation (“MCO”),
hereby discloses that most issuers of debt securities (including corporate and municipal bonds, debentures, notes and
commercial paper) and preferred stock rated by Moody’s Investors Service, Inc. have, prior to assignment of any
credit rating, agreed to pay to Moody’s Investors Service, Inc. for credit ratings opinions and services rendered by it 
fees ranging from $1,000 to approximately $5,000,000. MCO and Moody’s Investors Service also maintain policies 
and procedures to address the independence of Moody’s Investors Service credit ratings and credit rating processes. 
Information regarding certain affiliations that may exist between directors of MCO and rated entities, and between 
entities who hold credit ratings from Moody’s Investors Service, Inc. and have also publicly reported to the SEC an 
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Relations — Corporate Governance — Director and Shareholder Affiliation Policy.” 
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Additional terms for Australia only: Any publication into Australia of this document is pursuant to the Australian Financial
Services License of MOODY’S affiliate, Moody’s Investors Service Pty Limited ABN 61 003 399 657AFSL 336969 
and/or Moody’s Analytics Australia Pty Ltd ABN 94 105 136 972 AFSL 383569 (as applicable). This document is
intended to be provided only to “wholesale clients” within the meaning of section 761G of the Corporations Act 2001. 
By continuing to access this document from within Australia, you represent to MOODY’S that you are, or are 
accessing the document as a representative of, a “wholesale client” and that neither you nor the entity you represent
will directly or indirectly disseminate this document or its contents to “retail clients” within the meaning of section 761G 
of the Corporations Act 2001. MOODY’S credit rating is an opinion as to the creditworthiness of a debt obligation of the
issuer, not on the equity securities of the issuer or any form of security that is available to retail investors.

Additional terms for Japan only: Moody's Japan K.K. (“MJKK”) is a wholly-owned credit rating agency subsidiary of
Moody's Group Japan G.K., which is wholly-owned by Moody’s Overseas Holdings Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of
MCO. Moody’s SF Japan K.K. (“MSFJ”) is a wholly-owned credit rating agency subsidiary of MJKK. MSFJ is not a
Nationally Recognized Statistical Rating Organization (“NRSRO”). Therefore, credit ratings assigned by MSFJ are
Non-NRSRO Credit Ratings. Non-NRSRO Credit Ratings are assigned by an entity that is not a NRSRO and,
consequently, the rated obligation will not qualify for certain types of treatment under U.S. laws. MJKK and MSFJ are
credit rating agencies registered with the Japan Financial Services Agency and their registration numbers are FSA 
Commissioner (Ratings) No. 2 and 3 respectively. 

MJKK or MSFJ (as applicable) hereby disclose that most issuers of debt securities (including corporate and municipal
bonds, debentures, notes and commercial paper) and preferred stock rated by MJKK or MSFJ (as applicable) have,
prior to assignment of any credit rating, agreed to pay to MJKK or MSFJ (as applicable) for credit ratings opinions and
services rendered by it fees ranging from JPY100,000 to approximately JPY550,000,000.

MJKK and MSFJ also maintain policies and procedures to address Japanese regulatory requirements. 


